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Banking Among the Poor ioi 

The stamp business requires less bookkeeping; a balance-sheet 
showing the number of stamps on hand, and the " Stamps Redeemed " 
scratcher comprising the entire outfit of this department. A settle- 
ment is made at the close of each day's business, and it is always 
possible to tell the exact amount of stamps outstanding and the 
number of cards on which they are placed. Extreme accuracy has to 
be observed in the handling of stamps, as a mistake once made is 
irretrievable. 

Monthly balance sheets are taken off by the cashier of the bank, 
and his accounts are audited each month. In addition, the cashier 
and his assistants are bonded in a surety company. 

The funds of the bank are deposited in a trust company, which is 
its active depository, and a special reserve is kept in another large 
banking house. 

A list of the books used by the bank and a copy of the rules in 
regard to deposits, etc., would still further explain its methods, but it 
is believed that the above description contains in general the infor- 
mation indispensable to anyone who desires to establish a similar 
institution. Should a more detailed account of the operations of the 
bank be desired, its officers will be very glad to supply it. 

F. B. Kirkbride. 
Philadelphia. 

Correction. — The clause on page 77, line 7, in this department of 
the May Annais (Vol. XVII), reading, " a two-thirds vote of" 
should be corrected to read " a majority of all of the members elected 
to." The "two-thirds" requirement was a feature of the revised 
constitution submitted to the voters of Rhode Island in 1899, but was 
rejected. 



